
DATE: 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET 

Tracking No. QZll0-22.. 

December 6, 2022 

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER, AND 
NAA'BIK'fYATI' COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; AMENDING 
TITLE 17 OF THE NAVAJO NATION CODE 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this legislation is approve amendments to the Navajo Nation's 
criminal statutes set forth in Title 17 of the Navajo Nation Code. 

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by 
the standing committees. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate 
to review each proposed resolution in detail. 
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PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

24TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Fourth Year, 2022 

INTRODUCED BY 

(Prime Sponsor) l 

TRACKING NO. 02l/0-ZZ 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE LAW AND ORDER, AND NAA'BIK'IYATI' 

COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; AMENDING TITLE 

17 OF THE NAVAJO NATION CODE 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Law and Order Committee was established as a standing committee of the 

Navajo Nation Council with the delegated responsibilities to "[t]o protect the rights 

and interests of the Navajo People by improving the quality and effectiveness of the 

justice system within the Navajo Nation" and to review and make recommendations 

to the Navajo Nation Council on proposed Navajo Nation Code amendments and 

enactments. 2 N.N.C. §§ 600(A), 600(C)(2) and 601(B)(l4). 

B. The Naa'bik'iyati' Committee was established as a standing committee of the Navajo 

Nation Council with the delegated responsibility to hear and act on proposed 

legislation that requires final action by the Navajo Nation Council shall be assigned 

to the Naa'bik'iyati' Committee. 2 N.N.C. §§ 164(A)(9) and 700(A) (2). 

C. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Natin and must 

review and approve enactments or amendments of positive law, i.e., changes to the 

Navajo Nation Code. 2 N.N.C. § 102(A) and§ 164(A). 
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THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION 

LEGISLATION NO: 0240-22 SPONSOR: Eugenia Charles-Newton 

TITLE An Act Relating to the Law and Order, and Naabik'iyati' Committees and 
the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 17 of the Navaio Nation Code 

Date posted: December 6, 2022 at 8:19 PM 

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navaio-nsn.gov 

Written comments may be mailed to: 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

P.O. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

(928) 871-7586 

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, 
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address 
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous 
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet. 

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation 
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received 
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo 
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any 
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 
N.N.C. §374 et. seq. 
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MANY FARMS CHAPTER GOVERNMENT 
P.O. BOX 185 
MANY FARMS, ARIZONA 86538 
PHONE: (928) 781-3605 FAX: (928) 781-3608 
Email: manyfarms@navajochapters.org 

Kee Allen Begay Jr., Delegate 24th Navajo Nation Council 

Katherine 0. Arthur, President Francine Harrison, CSC 
Lewanda A. Ben, AMS 

Roland Tso, Grazing Representative 
Aljerino Tsedah, Vice President 
Jacqueline Begaye, Secretary /Treasurer 

Resolution of the 
Many Farms Chapter 

MF-22-12-2022 

SUPPORTING LEGISLATION 0240-22, An Action Relating to Law and Order, and 
Naa'Bik'Y'ati' Committees and the Navaio Nation Council; Amending Title 17 of the Navajo 

Nation Code 

WHEREAS: 

1. Pursuant to CMY-23-79, the Many Fanns Chapter is a certified chapter of the Navajo Nation vested 
with authority and responsibilities to provide and enact on all matters affecting the community; and 

2. Pursuant to CAP-34-98, the Navajo Nation Council adopted the Navajo Nation Local Governance Act 
(LGA) that allows Many Farms Chapter to make decisions over local matters; and 

3. At the direction of the Navajo Public and Navajo Communities, the amendments set forth in attached 
Exhibit A, to the Navajo Nation's Criminal statutes were development during the 24th Navajo Nation 
Council, the Law and Order Committee and the Chief Prosecutor; the review of Title 17 for the purpose 
of providing recommendations to certain provisions in Title 17 to be amended; and 

4. The Law and Order, and Naa'Bik'y'ati' Committees and the Navajo Nation Council has carefully 
reviewed the Amendments attached hereto, the material presented to it during the process described 
above, and deliberated on these proposed amendments. The Standing Committees finds that it is in the 
best interest of the Navajo Communities to make these amendments for the Safety and well-being of 
the people across the Navajo Nation; and 

5. The Many Farms Chapter Resolution# MF-33-05-2022 as shown in Exhibit B and Resolution# MF-
12-12-2020 as shown in Exhibit C; The Many Farms Chapter hereby supports crime prevention, 
protecting the public, and upholds the rule of the Navajo Nation Laws. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED TIIAT: 

I. The Many Fanns Chapter hereby supports Legislation: 0240-22, An Action Relating to Law and 
Order, and Naa'Bik'Y'ati' Committees and the Navajo Nation Council; Amending Title 17 of the 
Navajo Nation Code 

CERTIFICATION 

We, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was considered by the Many Fanns Chapter at a duly called 
meeting in Many Farms, Navajo Nation (Arizona) at which a quorum was present and that the same was 
passed b~vote of Jl_ in favor, A_ opposed and _t_ abstained this 12-T.liday of DECEMBER 2022. 

Motion: ~ ~S\w 
Second:0~ Jiy 

K~ ✓""LJ•gare 
Roland Tso, Grazing Committee 

J 



December 14, 2022 

Azee Bee Nahagha of Dine Nation 
Vice President 

Re: Recommendation to Legislation 0240-22, AN ACT RELATING TO THE LAW AND 
ORDER, AND NAABIK'iYATI' COMMITTEES AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; 
AMENDING TITLE 17 OF THE NAVAJO NATION CODE. 

To Whom it May Concern, 

As the Azee Bee Nahagha of Dine Nation (ABNDN) Vice President and Peyote Task Force 
Chairperson, I am writing in concerns to the proposed peyote language within Legislation 0240-
22. Will the proposed new language impose burden to Navajo people who use peyote. Let's say a 
Navajo a person was pulled over for a minor traffic violation when traveling to a ceremony and 
they are in possession of azee (peyote), and the officer asks for his/her membership and they 
inform the officer they do not have their membership card, can they be arrested or charged with a 
crime simply because they did not have their membership card on them? These are questions and 
concerns that has yet to be consulted among the azee bee nahagha leadership and members. In 
addition, the word "Native American Church" is being proposed within the legislation. This 
contradicts the reason why the peyote language was amended in Title 17 back in 2005 where 
Native American Church language was taken out of the Navajo Code. 

Therefore, I respectfully request the added peyote language to not be included in Legislation 
0240-22. However, the enforcement of the peyote law by the Navajo Nation is a serious concern 
and must be addressed. Any additional language or revisions to the peyote language within Title 
17 of the Navajo Nation Code should be conducted with prior consent and consultation with 
traditional healer organizations, peyote leadership, and Navajo members who partake in the azee 
bee nahagha way of life. 

In closing, I wholeheartedly support and appreciate the 24th Navajo Nation Council's continuous 
efforts to protect our Navajo way of life. Please feel free to contact me for any questions or 
additional information. Ahehee. Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

~~~~ 
Alburt Johnson 
ABNDN Vice President of ABNDN 
ABNDN Peyote Task Force, Chairperson 




